The fierce global competition and rapid technology development faced by manufacturing industry have been forcing enterprises to evolve at an unprecedented rate [1, 2] . In order to survive and succeed in such a turbulent and dynamic environment, enterprises are striving to improve their competencies to meet the requirements for rapid response to different market opportunities including massive customization of products, high product quality, low product cost, and rapid response services. Moreover, the sustainable concerns, not only on economy, but also on environment and society, also force enterprises to examine their strategies in the full lifecycle of the products/services and to engage in a new competitive climate.
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Digital Manufacturing [3] [4] [5] is originated from the numerical control technology and based on the concept of "digital earth". It enables the production in a digital space and focuses on the digitized technologies, such as digital modeling, digital machining, digital resource, digital service, and digital maintenance, for supporting the overall manufacturing performance optimisation during the whole product lifecycle. Cloud manufacturing [6] [7] [8] is originated from the cloud computing technology and based on the concept of "smart earth. " It is the developing trend of Digital Manufacturing. Besides the aforementioned digital characteristics, Cloud Manufacturing mainly focuses on offering secure, reliable, high-quality, low-cost, and on-demand services during production process. The manufacturing resources and capabilities are virtualized into service provision and being traded on a "pay-per-use" basis, which lead to a more competitive market by the sustainable incentives. We hope that this special issue will serve our readers to gain an overall perspective on Digital Manufacturing and Cloud Manufacturing.
